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One evening this past week as I listened to some statements of President Trump’s address, I was 

reminded of some comments made by an earlier President in one of his addresses to the 

American people. On January 20, 1969, President Nixon in his inaugural address appraised the 

weakness of the USA with candour acknowledged the American motto, “In God we trust.” He 

said: “We have found ourselves rich in goods but ragged in spirit; reaching with magnificent 

precision for the moon, but falling into raucous discord here on earth. We are caught in war, 

wanting peace. We are torn by division, wanting unity. We see around us empty lives, wanting 

fulfilment. We see tasks that need doing, waiting for hands to do them. To a crisis of the spirit, 

we need an answer of the spirit.” What a statement! The continued impact of those words then 

and their impact today both in America, here in Canada and around the world. 

 

A perceptive Christian recognizes that each successive crisis our world faces is basically a 

spiritual one. Many have felt for years that time is running out. Some people think that the 

countdown to what some call the big war or the final global war any day could be the hour glass 

funnelling its last grains of time. God’s timetable points to the midnight hour of human history 

minus a very few minutes. Scientists and political thinkers have discerned this ominous threat 

and fear the worst. It is not unlike the days of what we called, “The Cold War.” It was refuelled 

after 911 and continues to be ignited with every terrorist accomplishment. 

 

We are living in troubled and crucial days and as we approach the months ahead. 

We are confronted with awesome possibilities and probabilities. Many held little hope for planet 

earth in the approach to the millennium celebrations for the year 2000. China with more than one 

quarter of the world’s inhabitants is in possession of missiles and nuclear devices. There is the 

shadow of North Korea with its nuclear devices and missiles that create another level of anxiety. 

These two countries alone, so close together should call the world to its knees in prayer. Then as 

for another measure of fear of the unknown we have the situations in Iraq, Afghanistan, Syria, 

parts of Africa and others, none the least of which is the build up of war material and personnel 

in Eastern Europe by the USA, the British along with thirty-six other nations including Canada.  

We must remember that there are many thousand Canadians in uniform on ships and foreign soil. 

 

At the close of the UN General Assembly in 2016, the burdens of the world’s human crisis were 

estimated to fill their calendar for at least three years.  Last year the UN indicated that there was 

nearly six years of work being generated every six months made necessary by war, political 

conflict, famine, disease, natural disasters and AIDS. According to the UN demographic 

information, our world is increasing at the rate of about 180,000 people every day. One birth 

observer suggested that even with birth control the Far East is headed for certain famine and 

agony. The continued population explosion, constant war tensions, hurricane, wild fires, tsunami, 

recurring international monetary crises, violence on the streets here and throughout the world, 

these perplexing issues cannot be overlooked or avoided  

 

We cannot readily explain what is actually taking place. Some things one can only “feel.” I feel 

the icy breath of godlessness in our own society, that there is such a power at work to erase God 

and silence the Christian message or to twist it beyond recognition. As a citizen and as a 

Christian, I am disturbed by our country’s problems such as health care, education, child care, 

elder care, homelessness, disabled veterans, abused youth and adults, the working poor who are 

screaming out for adequate and just solutions. We have complete communities upside and down 
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oil towns, logging mills and paper mills and other manufacturing shut down. Once thriving 

communities, are now on the verge of becoming ghost towns. Families, many unable to properly 

feed their children, families who set out with good intentions are being dislodged, placed into 

bankruptcy or being sent off to some unknown place to try and survive in what is described as a 

dog eat dog, survival of the fittest society. Sometimes our inability to solve the situations around 

us tempts us to feel reduced to a state of helplessness. Our Trojan horse of godlessness, 

divisiveness and immorality seem to be a greater threat to our national unity and survival than 

the infiltration by any foreign enemy or disease. 

 

We are living in a society bent upon dissipating its greatness and hastening its self destruction. 

Violence, physical and verbal, is increasingly common in many of our communities, schools, 

streets and places of work. We have gun laws yet so many people are being shot or killed across 

our country every day. We have laws to protect our youth yet so many children are killing 

children. Many youthful idealists are allied with extremists who promote violence to dramatize 

their views. The rise and attractions to cults and cultic behaviour surrounds us. 

 

My favourite historical leader was Ghandi. He stood as a symbol for peace, during resistance 

even when standing before those who preached hate. Another such leader in our time with 

spiritual inspiration was Martin Luther King. 

 

Across our land each year we see an increasing number of secondary and post secondary 

students expressing their frustration as they feel their generation is being short changed in one 

way or another.  Consider the drug trade and the harmful adventures of children. Opioids and 

marijuana come and go in fashion, are now “in” again but this time not just with one generation. 

It includes people of every race, age and education, some report that it includes doctors, lawyers, 

teachers, clergy, politicians - adults and children! Perhaps that is why there is a strong desire in 

many quarters to make it legal. Mind expanding drugs continue to plague the population; 

pornography is more legal than not under the freedom of rights. I heard about a recent interview 

on CFRB, Toronto, a 77-year-old man was proud to tell that he had a collection of over 10,000 

X-rated movies. The constant display of violence in print and film tears at the heart of our nation. 

The death toll and carnage on our highways, snow trails and waterways seems unabated despite 

tough laws and road side checks.  

 

What is behind all this? What is behind the many protest gatherings across the country? What 

prompts the futile searches for reality and meaning of life that continues to lead to places like 

Waco, Georgetown, Brownsville or Jonestown? Why the lingering and vexing problem of war 

and torture and terror – in no less than 130 hot spots around the world today. Why the continuing 

saga of English and French, white and people of colour, and with the people of the first nations 

across this country? In our country, we have the divide of east and west over natural resources, 

oil and pipelines. 

 

War, tension and conflict are hideous. It is far more than the present moment. I believe that these 

are the outward signs of the deep-seated turmoil and chaos of the human spirit in the world 

today. I believe that one must have faith and so must live life with optimism. I do not like 

dealing with negativism and prefer to think about what is positive. I believe in Canada and our 

world. I believe in Jesus Christ and that as there was a beginning to time that there is also going 
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to be an end to time. I am not sharing either emotional feeling or an intellectual discourse. But I 

do believe there is a spirit of urgency in our community, in our country and the world today. We 

have knowledge that the lateness of the hour is coming, as is the imminent return of Christ. Is our 

time long or short? Are we nearing the apocalyptic judgment? I truly do not know. But I do 

know that I am joined by many others who have the same feeling that we must be vigilant in our 

prayer as we discern what the hand of God will permit and what He would have those who love 

Him do. 

 

Where are we in relation to God’s timetable? I do not know, but I am certain that God’s Spirit is 

moving over the earth. He had a timetable with Israel both past and present. The time of the 

revelation and rapture has been declared; Christ’s return is promised as is the warning that the 

Antichrist will come. God’s timetable is in place. He will be calling everyone before His throne 

to judge the quick and the dead. Are you ready?  

 

Amen. 

 


