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“Hosanna!” [Matthew 21: 9-10]               April 9, 2017, (Palm Sunday)  
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Then the multitudes who went before and those who followed cried out, saying:  Hosanna to 

the Son of David!  Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord!  Hosanna in the 

highest!  And when He had come into Jerusalem, the entire city was moved, saying, who is 

this? 

[vs. 9 is a direct quote that some call prophetic, from, Psalm 118:26.] 

 

 The crowds who went ahead of Jesus and those who followed Him were shouting 

these words.  There was an air of celebration, joviality and happiness.  The King had come 

at last.  Passover Week had become, “Coronation Week.”  Even though He would soon be 

crowned with thorns and the cross would become His throne, this was His time of triumph. 

  

As a commander gives His life leading his troops into battle, and by his daring saves 

the day for his country and wins undying fame, so did the Captain of our Salvation ride 

through the greatest week of history.   Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem has been called, “A 

Sunburst” in His life.  It was the fulfilment of Prophecy.  It declared the glorious reality of 

Jesus Christ coming into the individual heart making it His throne.  This event 

foreshadowed the power of Christianity.  It was the fore-gleam of that grand day to come 

when Jesus is crowned Lord of all. 

 

 As Jesus came into Jerusalem and the people cried, Hosanna to the son of David, 

there echoed back the Hosannas of the children in the temple.  Surely this presents a very 

impressive picture when all the ransomed will sing: 

 Bring forth the Royal Diadem, 

 And crown Him Lord of all! 

The events of the Gospel Lesson transpired one week before the crucifixion.  Jesus spent 

the Jewish Sabbath at Bethany.  The next morning, He began to walk to Jerusalem.  

Between Jerusalem and Bethany was the little village of Bethpage.  Jesus asked two of His 

disciples to go on to this little village, telling them, 

 Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a 

 colt with her; untie them and bring them to Me.  If anyone says anything to you, just 

 say this, The Lord needs them.  And He will send them immediately… 

 And the disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; they brought the donkey  

 and the colt and put their cloaks on them, and He sat on them… 

  

 We can only deal in the brevity of the time with some of the many wonderful truths 

of this event.  They brought the donkey to Jesus.  They cast garments upon the colt and 

Jesus rode upon it.  Jerusalem was crowded with worshippers.  They had come to the 

Passover from every part of Palestine.  As they looked toward the east on this beautiful 

morning, they saw Jesus coming around the path of Mount Olivet riding on the borrowed 

colt.  The disciples were waving palm branches and crying: 

 Hosanna to the Son of David! 
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It is quite likely that, at this time as Jerusalem burst into Jesus’ view, that He wept over the 

city.  His heart was broken because the people had forgotten God and He knew they would 

not receive Him and the message He had brought from the Heavenly Father. 

 

 The crowds pressed in from every side.  They threw their garments in the road 

ahead of Jesus and cut down branches from the palm trees and scattered them like a grand 

carpet upon the dirt and gravel road.  Those going before Him and those who followed Him 

joined in the cheer: 

 Hosanna to the Son of David:  Blessed is He that comes in the name of the Lord! 

 

 Many were convinced that Jesus was the long awaited Messiah, the anointed King 

and He would now set up His Kingdom in Jerusalem.  When the children joined in the 

shouting, Hosanna, Hosanna, some of the Pharisees said to Him, 

 Do you hear what they are saying …  Stop them! 

And Jesus said to them: 

 I tell you that if these would hold their peace the stones would immediately cry out. 

Matthew tells us that after this, Jesus then went into the temple. 

 

 This event and the teaching of Jesus in the temple speaks to us of the Triumph of 

Prophecy. (v 4). 

 All this was done, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet. 

 [Zechariah 9: 9-10; Psalm 118: 17-29] 

Even today many people ignore this prophecy.  The Bible is characteristically and 

impressively a prophetic book.  It is the only truly reliable prophetic book. 

 

 During my years of ministry I have observed people indulging in wild speculative 

prophetic utterances.   I am often concerned that Biblically unfounded statements are 

causing Christians to think lightly of prophecy.  All the great events of Jesus’ life were 

foretold.   Jesus, in opening the Scriptures to His disciples, teaching them all the things of 

the Law and the Prophets, things concerning Himself in the Psalms, demonstrated His 

Messiahship by the accuracy with which every prediction was fulfilled.  His birth by a 

Virgin, His nativity in Bethlehem, and His ministry and work were all foretold.  Prophecy 

was fulfilled in the donkey that carried Him; by the nation that rejected Him; the disciples 

that betrayed Him; the price of His betrayal; and by the nails that pierced His hands.  

Prophecy was fulfilled in His death, burial, resurrection and ascension.  These together 

teach us that we are to never neglect the prophecy of Scripture.  We are living in a time 

when prophecy is being fulfilled.  Prophecy is the light that illuminates the daystar of hope, 

the window of faith, because it unveils the mysteries of the future. 

 

 These few verses also speak of the triumph of performance.  The word, Hosanna, 

carried the fundamental truth and fact that salvation would be provided by Jesus Christ, 

the Messiah.  Enemies of the cross have tried to banish Christianity from the earth.  I spoke 

with a member of our congregation this week concerning the Spiritual Care Department at 

a certain Ottawa hospital.  Together we agreed that there is unending effort to meet the 

needs of every religious preference imaginable, except Christianity.  In spite of this, Christ 

is known, loved and honoured more today than any other person who has ever lived.  In 
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million of hearts, He is the crowned Lord of all.  Thousands have laid down their lives in 

His name.  Christianity is the most potent factor in all the earth.  Even Napoleon said that 

Jesus was, No mere man!  He also said: We who have tried to win men’s hearts have doe it by 

power and effort.  Jesus has a sway vaster than any of us can expect to enjoy, and He rules by 

the sceptre of Love.  The enemies of Christ thought they would stop the spread of Christianity 

by putting Him to death.  Thank God that He triumphed over the grave! 

 

 The spread of Christianity in the First Century was amazing.  Rome, Greece, Egypt 

and the entry into what we know as Africa.  The teachings of St. Augustine still remain 

fundamental to the Christian Church today.  This foolishness of preaching Christ, the Son 

of God, the Saviour of the world, still marches on.  We only need to ponder the dynamics of 

the missionary work that has been done and is being done around the world. 

 Carey, the shoemaker turned evangelist in England. 

 Judson, the American who went to Burma. 

 Morrison and Goforth, Canadians, who went to China. 

 Payton, who gave a life of service in the Pacific islands. 

 Livingstone, from England, who went to the heart of Africa. 

And there are many, many others who have witnessed in every corner of the world, and the 

many, many people who are witnessing Jesus Christ across our country today.  Today, 

around the world, multitudes are sounding forth their praises to our King: 

 Hosanna to the Son of David:  Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord: 

 Hosanna in the Highest! 

Surely the triumph of Christ is seen in history and in the world today. 

 

 There is a thought of triumph of prediction.  Jesus, in accepting the homage of the 

people on Palm Sunday asserted His right and His claim to the sceptre.  He was born to be 

a King.  The hour came for Him to declare Himself.  True, He did not begin His final reign 

that day. He left the city and few days later He was led to the cross, but He was not 

defeated.  And now He sits at the right hand of God in Heaven and waits for His enemies to 

be made His footstool.  He is coming again to exercise the right He has already claimed. 

 

 When Jesus was tempted in the wilderness, He refused to bow down to Satan to 

receive world dominion.  He knew that the cross and the exercise of priestly authority must 

precede the reign.  When He was by the shore of Gennesaret, they came and wanted to take 

Him by force to make Him their King.  He left again and went into a mountain to be alone, 

to be by Himself. [John 6: 15].  He knew the time of His reign was not yet to begin.  Beyond 

this spiritual reign of the present moment, Jesus looked forward to an eternal reign when 

He would come again. He said:  My Kingdom is not of this world… My kingdom is not from 

here. [John 18:36]. 

 

 Palm branches and His entry into Jerusalem speak of joy and victory.  His eternal 

reign is prophesied by this triumphal entry.  We note that He did not ride into Jerusalem 

on a horse, but on a lowly beast of burden which was typical of patience and peace.  His 

entrance into Jerusalem that day tells us that one day He is coming back again in triumph, 

not only to this earth but throughout the entire universe.  His promises are sure.  His 
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throne is sure, He is coming to reign.  It is to this time that we are looking and constantly 

waiting. 

 

 Patriarchs, Kings, prophets, apostles, martyrs, the born again, Spirit filled faithful 

Christians of every age and nation will spontaneously testify and sing: 

 Hosanna to the Son of David:   Blessed is He that comes in the name of the 

 Lord:  Hosanna in the highest! 

As we worship and celebrate today, my heart is stirred as I think of that future, triumphal 

entry.  Jesus is the divine who has gone into the far of country and will come again.  He is 

now seated at the right hand of the Father but a day is coming when the trumpet will 

sound, the sky will burst open and He will come in triumph and sit upon the throne of His 

own eternal kingdom.  In that glorious day it will be fitting for all the redeemed to sing: 

  Bring forth the Royal Diadem, 

  And crown Him Lord of all!  

 

 I came across a beautiful poem in my file written by Dr. F. L. Piper: 

  Welcome, Thou sovereign King of Grace; 

  We long, we long to see Thy face; 

  Our hearts are weary of delay, 

  When, when shall come the promised day? 

  Come, make that cloud that bore Thee hence 

  Thy chariot back, for our defence; 

  We own Thy Sovereign right to reign –  

  Come back, come back to earth again. 

 

To God be the glory, great things He hath done! 

Hosanna!  Hallelujah, Amen. 

   

  

  


