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...You were sold for nothing and without money you will be redeemed. (Isaiah 52:3) 

 

 The Hebrews had gone headlong into sin.  As a punishment they had been taken captive to 

Babylon.  They found that sin did not pay.  Cyrus, King of Persia seized Babylon and then felt sorry for 

them.  Without any compensation, he made provision for as many as could to go home.  This was one 

of the fulfillment of this text. 

 

 There are many people in our community who are just like the Hebrews, they have sold out.  

Actually they do not belong either to themselves or to God.  They have passed the title deed to te world, 

the flesh and Satan.  I think most of us have observed people giving themselves to service for the world 

and the devil.  They expect some adequate compensation.  To them the world and the way of Satan are 

the only way to find satisfaction for the desires of their hearts.  To get what their heart wants, many end 

up parting with their physical health and even part with their conscience. 

 

 A lot of people are parting with proper domestic principles and enjoyment.  Many part with the 

opportunities that bring them to a proper development of their mind and appreciation for the wonderful 

things in nature and literature.  A person who gives their whole soul, sells their entire being for nothing 

and then comes to the world ans says: Good morning.  I have delivered the goods to you.  I have passed 

my body over to you, mind and soul.  I now come to collect what you promised me. And the only 

answer the world can give is: I  have failed.  I am bankrupt.  I cannot possibly pay the debt. Many may 

say, give me back my wasted years, my wasted substance, or the time may come when they may cry, 

give me back my soul, but the world says, I can’t do that, they’re all gone.  And there one stands on the 

edge of eternity, their spiritual character gone, staggering under the consideration as Isaiah said, you 

have sold yourselves for nothing. 

 

 The world, the flesh and the devil are all liars because they cannot keep their promises. We are 

living in a deceptive world because it is a seven thousand year old swindle. One is led to believe they 

are getting something out of the contract yet in a short while when it comes to meeting God, what the 

world has to offer will be worth nothing. 

 

 Jesus presented one of the greatest questions of all time when He asked: What good is it for a 

person if they gain the whole world, yet lose their soul?  [Matt. 16;26a]. When one inhabits their casket 

and finds themselves in the midst of the Jordan of death, not one thing which you have gained here in 

this world, apart from your trust in Jesus Christ can result in acceptance with God and in eternal 

redemption.  There comes a moment when all earthly values fail.  To give yourself only to the things of 

time on earth is to be deceived and deluded. 

 

 As you look over the history of the children of Israel, consider the degradation.  It is almost 

impossible to think they could become idolatrous worshippers.  They became involved in the most 

degrade, perverted, immoral worship imaginable. God, through his messengers warned them time and 

time again.  Finally the were taken into captivity to be the slaves of their captors.  Cyrus had 

compassion for the Jews, yet he himself was a very degraded individual.  When he came to the end of 

is life, he declared he would give ten times what he had already given if he could have just one more 

week of such enjoyment, even though he would lose his soul by it.  The tragedy was, he did lose his 

soul.  He gave instruction that the epitaph to be placed on his monument read:  I am Cyrus.  I occupied 



the Persian Empire.  I was King over Asia.  Begrudge me not this moment.  Many years later the world 

plowed up is sepulchre. 

 

 The world stood, clapped its ands and stamped its feet in hour of Charles Lamb, the English 

essayist and humorist, but he said, I walk up and down thinking I’m happy, but feeling I’m not.  Samuel 

Johnson, one of the world’s most brilliant writers said, I’m sick of praise and blame.  I wish God that I 

had such circumstance around me that I could throw my pen into oblivion.  Then we are reminded of 

the words of the Apostle John:  the world and its lust pass away [I Jn. 2:17a].  Than God for the last 

part of that verse which declares, but the man who does the will of God lives forever [b]. Paul in 2 Cor. 

4:4 declared, …the god of this world has blinded the minds of them which do not believe, so they 

cannot see the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God. 

 

 I stood beside the hospital bed of a man who was making his way into eternity.  I tried to 

encourage him and pray with and for him, but he continued to declare there was no God and no Christ.  

But he was having difficulty near the end and he tried to give and expression of confession and 

acknowledgement that he hoped there might be a God and something beyond , in a place wherever he 

was to be going.  He cried that he hoped that Christ was real but still admitted he was not sure of 

anything.  For anyone to give all his time, talents, ability and possessions to Satan and this world is a 

poor investment.  The Bible declares there are wages, and the wages will be paid.  Romans 6:23, it is 

written for our understanding, …for the wages of sin is death: but the gift of God is eternal life through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

 God said to Israel and He says to the unbeliever today: when you sold yourselves for nothing, 

your conscience went, your hope went, your bible went, your heaven went and your god went.   Have 

you ever thought about the fact that when your spirit and soul leave our body and step into the endless, 

measureless reaches of eternity, it will never die?  God says, it is appointed unto men once to die, but 

after this the judgement. [Heb. 9:27]. 

  

 But in spite of the degradation humanity is attracted to, God is pleading with his created: Repent 

and turn yourselves from all your transgressions, so iniquity shall not be your ruin. [Ez. 18:30].  The 

good news is that God has provided for reclamation and recovery of every soul.  God’s Word declares, 

you will be redeemed without money.  No one can work or pay their way through iniquity to reach the 

gate of mercy.  Peter declared in 1 Peter 1: 18,19, you were not redeemed with corruptible things, as 

silver and gold … But with the precious blood of Christ.  Calvary’s flowing blood is God declaring 

sinner, wake up and see what the Saviour as endured for you!  One of our Communion Liturgies says it 

this way: This is not water, this is not wine, it is the blood of God’s Son.  It is actually, the blood of God.  

Without the shedding of His blood there is no remission for human sin.  The person who refuses to 

permit the sacrifice of Jesus to be their atonement, will have to suffer eternally. 

 

 The highest price that as ever been paid for anything is for your soul.  Nothing could buy it  

but the blood of Jesus.  The message of love and compassion should cause everyone to burst into tears 

and confess their sins and receive Him as personal Lord and Saviour. The Jews cried out, let his blood 

be on us and on our children [Matt. 27:25].  I pray that none of you will be guilty of such an attitude.  

If you have not earnestly presented yourself before God ever or in a long time, I now invite you to 

admit to God you are sorry for your sins and invite Jesus to dwell within your heart.  God sent His only 

Son into the world to buy you back.  Here is the price of your liberation, not by money or by works, but 

by the blood of Jesus.  The alternative is divinely put by Jesus himself in Jn. 3:36, He who has believed 

in the Son has everlasting life: and he who does not believe the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of 

God abides in him. 



                  In the final Day of Judgement, Jesus states that anyone who rejects him here on earth, he 

will say, Depart from me you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. 

[Matt. 25:41].  It is a serious thing to think about, whether you accept or refuse Jesus.  Right now our 

world seems to be in the midst of much chaos.  There is political upheaval, earthquakes, famine, floods, 

wars and threats of war.  The economy has left many lives shattered; there are many people who are 

hungry; there are many who are homeless; children turning against their parents and parents turning 

against their children. The name of Christ has been declared illegal in many of our institutions.  Many 

churches are closing for a lack of support.  In site of this, my message to you today is to encourage and 

cheer you with the hope of the Gospel.  Thank God you can come into the presence of his grace, mercy, 

love and forgiveness right now.  You can be saved from sin, from death and from Hell. You can be 

saved for time and saved for all eternity.  The offer is this: you may be spiritually healed by the Lord’s 

glorious reclamation of your soul. 

 

                  May God bless you as you experience his divine love.  Amen. 

  

  


