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The Old Testament is filled with many stories that are about people and events that are 

essentially the report of the storyteller. One might be led to ask why did the Hebrew people want 

to tell some of these stories over and over again. The one from our Exodus text this morning is 

an example of a story that does not hold these people out as wonderful, successful or honorable. 

Yet the story has been preserved down through the ages. Our testimony is that God’s Word is 

given to us so that we might know God and His will for us. 

 

     From our text, something terrible has happened. Remember the Golden Calf? Moses left the 

camp for a few days, and what happened? The people traded in their jewelry and gold for some 

big statue of a cow to be made and then dedicated it as their new god. They sat down to celebrate 

and then rose up to rebel. By the time Moses got back they were only slightly less inebriated, or 

as another has said, a little more smashed than the covenant they had sworn to keep. 

 

     But the terrible thing is not down in the camp but up on the mountain. God is calling it quits. 

Only one thing stand between the people and oblivion:  Moses. If you think negotiations on the 

interpretation of the amendments of the Charter can be dramatic, try the dialogue which begins 

with God threatening to wipe out the nation and ends with Moses pressing one last point: Unless 

you go with us, do not send us from this place. (v. 15).  

 

As I try to think of this in a contemporary context to fit our way of thinking, I think 

Moses would have made a great lawyer. He held out for a single word, US. It was not enough for 

God to go with him, Moses, but he, Moses, becomes the good guy in the story. What maters is 

whether God can hang in with the US, the people who would take up with anything but the living 

God. Any god even a golden one could handle righteous people. But what about dealing with the 

less than righteous and the downright unpleasant people? The US people. So Moses plays his last 

card: Now show me your Glory. (v.18). Can we grasp that part of the bargaining? Your Glory – 

let me see it and then we will be done. 

 

    What then is Glory? The word in Hebrew means what is weighty or heavy and, indeed, the 

word is that way. Is it the smoke of Isaiah in the Temple? Is it the unquenchable fire in the 

burning bush? Is it the pillar of cloud by day and the fire by night in the desert? Is it the awesome 

purity of the Great White Throne in the Revelation? Is it the holiness that God said would 

destroy His own people if He were to go with them? I want us to wrestle with this for a few 

minutes. What is, Glory? And also, why did Moses demand to see it? I think it is because he 

knows. He has caught a glimpse of God already, perhaps in Pharaoh’s palace; perhaps when he 

got his marching orders from God to lead the people; perhaps at the opening of the waters across 

the sea; perhaps up in the mountain or high place where God gave him the Ten Commandments 

to deliver to the people. Glory is the way God does things. I think that Glory, is God’s style and 

that style is to save people. I think that this Glory was what the early hymn writers tried to 

express in the hymns of praise that we still sing today: 

              Angels from the realms of glory                 Christ, whose glory fills the skies? 

              Glorious things of Thee are spoken            Glorious is Thy name most holy  

            God of grace an God of glory        Glory be to God the Father, glory in the highest 

            O splendor of God’s glory             O what their joy and glory must be bright    

            Sing with all the saints of glory     To God be the glory 
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The first thing Moses heard from God was, I have heard my people’s cry and I have come 

to bring them up out of Egypt (Ex. 3: 7, 8). Compassion, forbearance, patience, all these, Moses 

knows is the way God does things. The divine is not about to change. 

 

     Voltaire once said, Forgiveness – that’s God’s business. He was only partly right. Forgiveness 

- that is God’s Glory. Why did Moses demand to see God’s Glory? Because it was the final 

appeal on behalf of his people which even God Himself cannot deny. Moses knew it and so now 

do we. God answers, I will make all my goodness pass before you, and will proclaim before you 

my name, ‘The Lord,’ and I will be gracious on whom I will be gracious, and will show mercy to 

whom I will show mercy, (33:19). The GNV translates this verse: The Lord answered, ‘I will 

make all my splendor pass before you and in your presence I will pronounce my sacred name, I 

am the Lord and I show compassion and pity on those I choose.’ Did you hear these wonderful 

words? The Lord, gracious, mercy, compassion. That is a God with style speaking; that’s a God 

with Glory. 

 

God did go with His people, not only to the Promised Land, but beyond to lands and to 

people Moses never dreamed about and in ways his people could scarcely ever begin to imagine. 

All the way from a broken covenant to a New Covenant and to the One who brings it. Jesus 

Christ is the one who shows God is willing to go with us, with our humanity, in our weakness, 

despite our sinfulness. Through Jesus, God goes with His people. Rather than destroying them, 

God saves them. You and I have learned how we have all fallen short as sinners, but here we 

learn that He loves us and does not want to destroy us. He demonstrates the length and the 

breadth of how far He is willing to go and how much He is willing to put up with us in order that 

we might be redeemed. In the Old Testament the Hebrew’s might have said, God saves! We 

Christians today can say and sing praises, Jesus saves! It is amazing how a word of Scripture 

echoes through the ages. Moses pressed God to be, with us. The Hebrew word is immanu. Unless 

God is immanu, do not send us here. Do you hear the echo of, Immanuel – God with us?   

 

        As for Moses, he asked to see God’s Glory, and he did. But one thing he did not see was 

God’s face. You cannot see my face; for no one shall see me and live (v. 20). Why can he not see 

God’s face? Perhaps there is a limit for even Moses. Maybe it is a way of saying that God is 

known by what He does, not by what He looks like. Puzzling, isn’t it, you can only see God’s 

back as He passes by. Where is He going? Maybe Moses knows that too. He is on His way to 

make a New Covenant to go with His people all the way to the Kingdom of God. Think about 

this for a moment. He has promised in His Word, Psalm 100:5 …his faithfulness lasts forever.  

 

And is that not the testimony of this congregation as we prepare to celebrate the 230th 

anniversary? God has been proven to be faithful throughout all the generations, even to us. What 

a great reason to celebrate! God is journeying with His people – the people of God who are 

bound for glory! And the new Covenant will not be smashed, dashed or broken. It will be the 

promises of Jesus come true: I am going to prepare a place for you. …And after I go and prepare 

a place for you, I will come back and take you to myself, so you will be where I am.  Indeed 

what a glory that will be when at last we shall see Him face to face. Let us all declare with one 

heart and voice, To God be the Glory! Hallelujah!  

 

Amen! 


