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Turning over a new leaf, is one way of expressing beginning again, but it has 

nothing to do with New Birth.  Reformation is wonderful and many people have been 

able to change some of their habits and turn their lives around.  But that too does not have 

anything to do with the New Birth.  Jesus tackled a tough teaching when questioned by a 

well-known religious educator. 

 

Nicodemus’ first recorded confrontation with Jesus in John C 3 reveals a man 

with a deep curiosity for spiritual things.  Recognized as a Doctor of Law, he visited 

Jesus to prove this new teaching and to find out by what authority Jesus presented 

himself.  His reasoning could very easily have been that this man practiced what He 

preached, a quality lacking in himself (Nicodemus) and others. 

 

Where does Jesus receive this kind of importance and respect? Or, perhaps thinks 

Nicodemus, why have I not seen or heard of Him in my intellectual circles?  He must 

have some special gift from God, therefore I must seek Him out privately and satisfy my 

curiosity so that I too can perhaps know. 

 

 It is obvious in this reading that Nicodemus was a man gripped with 

mixed feelings.  We see in him, a strong drive to get to the truth about Jesus and at the 

same time, his fear of the Jews made him take secret measures.  The darkness of the night 

not only revealed the troubled spirit within himself as a man who had always been 

recognized as a leader of light.  Now that True Light was present, his own was revealed 

as total darkness.  He was moved such that he had to go and find satisfaction and 

understanding.  And in this Gospel record, here he seeks Jesus in the darkness, both in 

setting and in heart. 

 

 Three years later, in this Gospel narrative, (vv 50-53) Nicodemus 

confronts the Jews in what appears to be a bolder step. While the Jews sought to do away 

with the teachings of Jesus, Nicodemus states, Our law does not judge people without 

first giving them a hearing to find out what they are doing, does it? (v51).  The timidity 

of his spirit reveals the fear in his heart.  He speaks from the pressure of conscience rather 

than from conviction.  His idea to allow Jesus to speak was proper and in order according 

to established precedent and practice.  But the strong retort of the Jews in v.51 forbids it.  

Is it a lack of understanding or rude sarcasm?  Surely you are not also from Galilee, are 

you?  Search and you will see that no prophet is to arise from Galilee. A point seemingly 

well taken and yet a little investigation would have revealed its falsehood.  Strange when 

you give this some thought.  Didn’t Jonah and Elijah come from Galilee?  But rage is 

blind and deep prejudice distorts all the facts. Yet it looks as if they were afraid of losing 

Nicodemus when they took the trouble to reason the point at all.  It was a fact that he had 

searched as they advised, that he went to the length even that he did. 

 

Confrontation with Jesus will always bring people to a decision.  Some will 

confess as in Jn. 6:69, We have come to believe and know that you are the Holy One of 

God.  Others will deny as in Lk. 23:39, if you be the Christ, save yourself…and us.  

Others will procrastinate as in Acts 24:25, Go away for the present; when I have an 

opportunity, I will send for you.  The point of this teaching I believe is that you will be 
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called upon by the Spirit of God to make a decision concerning His Son, Jesus Christ.  

You will make one of three decisions as all the others who have gone before you:  1) you 

will accept; 2) you will deny; 3) you will put it off.  You cannot escape, try as hard as you 

may, you will be compelled to decide. 

 

Which will it be?  Accept and open yourself to a whole new beginning?  Reject 

and remain in the darkness of sin?  Or, put it off for another time, and maybe be saved – 

or maybe be lost?  Only you can decide as does every human being who has been born of 

the flesh.   

 

Nicodemus made a decision that night in Jerusalem during the Passover feast 

when he said (Jn.3:2), We know that you are a teacher come from God, for no man can 

do these miracles that you do except that God be with him. Almost persuaded, but not 

yet.  He speaks as one who is representing many and not as one making a personal 

inquiry (Jn. 2:24,25).  But Jesus did not commit himself unto them, because He knew all 

the people, and needed no one to testify about anyone; for He himself knew what was in 

everyone.  

 

Although Nicodemus’ confession was general, Jesus dealt with him personally. If 

Nicodemus was there representing others, why all the secrecy?  The darkness of night to 

hide his coming indicated more than an ambassador’s mission.  Seeking out Jesus in 

privacy indicated more than an inquiry of just another interested teacher.  Jesus knew this 

and responded to his heart’s need.  This Gospel message is personal for each of us.  How 

often have you hidden your convicted, broken spirit in a corporate prayer of confession 

only to discover that God asks everyone personally to kneel at the cross for forgiveness 

of sins?  You and I, in this lesson are invited to bring our sinful, dying souls to where 

there is pardon, forgiveness, cleansing and love, at Calvary. 

 

From all these particulars of Nicodemus we see how sincerity and timidity created 

conflict in his mind.  The one prompted him in spite of his personal and official position 

to seek out Jesus, the other to choose the darkness of night to make his visit.   The one led 

him to tell Jesus what convictions he had faced and the ground of those convictions.  The 

other, to measure his language so as not to commit himself to more than a bare 

acknowledgement of One who had a special miraculous gift from God to humanity. 

 

Nicodemus made his confession, weak and timid as it may have been.  He came 

to Jesus, stood before Him and spoke his piece.  When you study this do you find 

yourself wondering what he might have been thinking?  Perhaps something like: did it!  

I’m to be commended.  My seeking has been rewarded with confidence.  Now the Great 

Teacher at my confrontation will make some acknowledgement as to who He is and His 

plan and purpose for us. But Jesus’ reply shocks and shakes the Nicodemus’ shallow 

religious belief so that He could lay a deeper, far more enduring foundation for the truth.  

Nicodemus as a mortal man comes to Jesus with a personal need.  Jesus will strike at the 

heart to reveal the need and provide the cure.  Many of you have memorized Jn. 3:3, 

Jesus answered and said unto him, verily, verily, I say unto you, except a man be born 

again, he cannot see the kingdom of God. 
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Jesus, knowing what is in each person’s mind and heart responds quickly to the 

confused, mixed feelings of Nicodemus, wanting to stir within him a desire for a 

complete, total inner spiritual revolution.  Only this will provide him with the 

understanding necessary to be able to accept the Kingdom of God. 

 

Nicodemus was a Pharisee, the strictest of the Jews.  He was a ruler in the 

Sanhedrin, a position of power and respect.  He was literally shocked at Jesus’ response. 

The Jews were accustomed to say to a heathen proselyte upon their public admission into 

the Jewish faith by baptism, that they were a new-born child.  But Jesus in the Gospel 

message extends the necessity of this birth to Jew and Gentile and all people everywhere. 

 

There are countless souls seeking all kinds of ways and means to find salvation, 

except the only way of Jesus Himself, who said, (Jn. 14:6), I am the way, the truth, and 

the life; no one comes to the Father, but by me.  Also in Acts 4:12 it states, Neither is 

there salvation in any other; for there is no other name under heaven given among 

people, whereby we can be saved.  Nicodemus could not escape it!  Neither can you or I.  

Each “you” must be born again.  And to be born again, is to be born from above. 

 

Nicodemus was obviously confused, thinking of a new physical birth.  If new 

birth was only for the Gentiles, Nicodemus could have readily accepted Jesus’ statement.  

But since Jesus emphatically stated it was for the Jews as well, he asks, how can a man 

be born when he is old?  Can he enter the womb a second time and be born again? 

 

Jesus’ brief but in depth statement summarized the work of salvation in the heart 

of the believer:  very truly, I tell you no one can enter the Kingdom of God without being 

born of water and the Spirit.  What is born of flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit 

is spirit.  (3:5).  Nicodemus by his position in the Sanhedrin was very familiar with the 

symbolic application of water, so this answer was given to show that the thing intended 

was non other than a thorough spiritual purification by the Holy Spirit.  There is another 

lesson here – how soon some who served as the voice of God can so completely forget 

the Scripture prediction that was long lost in the formality of that day.  Ezekiel 36:25-27: 

Then I will sprinkle clean water upon you, and you shall be clean, from all your 

filthiness, and from all your idols, will I clean you. A new heart also will I give you, and a 

new spirit will I put within you; and I will take away the stony heart out of your flesh and 

I will give you a heart of flesh.  And I will put my spirit within you, and cause you to walk 

in my statutes, and you shall keep my judgments and do them. 

 

I now invite you as a child of God to acknowledge what it means to be born again, 

to born anew from above.  Accept the encouragement from God’s Word that declares all 

have fallen short of His glory and all can be forgiven every sin. This is the challenge to 

each of us to begin again with Jesus.  I pray you will heed the voice of the Spirit as He 

calls to you.   

 

Amen. 

 


