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Reference: Dr. James D. Smart Bankrupt (p. 202)          

God who made the world and all the things therein hath made of one blood all nations of people 

for to dwell on all the faces of the earth, and hath determined the times before appointed, and the 

bounds of their habitation.   

Paul refers here to the Gospel as, The Good News.  The message he conveys is, Christ is God’s 

power to human minds. 

(a) The sages and philosophers speculated about truth.   In Christ, truth, stood in the midst of 

time, personified.  He is forever the point of reference, the standard for all ages.   

 Let knowledge lead you where it will. Let science explore the secrets of the universe, 

and let the spirt of free enquiry have its way. 

When the little mind of humankind gets its intimations of reality, he/she discovers Christ 

was there from the beginning.  That is, Christ did not leave us out in the cold at any time 

but He has been there, steadfast from the earliest beginning, waiting for us to receive him, 

not as a visitor but to accept, acknowledge and respond to Him.  If we ignore Him, we 

cannot expect him to keep our desires as per our schedule.  So often we are tempted to 

order our spiritual life as we do our daily life and Jesus Christ is usually OK, if it is 

convenient to us. 

(b)Heaven and earth shall pass away: his truth abides still.  Every word he         uttered 

and every parable he taught was an intellectual resurrection.   You cannot bargain with 

Jesus Christ.  You can only confront him, accept, or reject him.  To take him by faith, is 

to find the truth that sets us his children free.   If we ignore it, we cannot hear, but if we 

respond to one part of what He taught, we are released as new creatures in Him. 

Christ is the power of God to humanity’s moral nature. 

(a) The fact that mankind is a sinner ought to be quite evident in our age.  Greed and lust, 

pride and power, pillage and warfare reveal demonic facts.  The difficulties of our age 

are not gadgets and machines, but with Humanity as Humanity.  The trouble with 

humanity, each human born of flesh is a sinner. 

(b) The fact of sin is not to be argued; it is self evident.  One sin adheres to another.  Sin 

sears the memory, blinds us to moral values, makes the will impotent and infects the 

race with a persistent perverseness.  Wickedness as George Butrick put it, is the mark 

both of our doom and our divinity.  We are wicked, we are sinners and that is our 

doom.  But we are aware of God and so know our wickedness: that is our divinity.  

Here is the division in our nature which we ourselves cannot heal.  We are made in 

God’s image.  We remember what we have read over and over again since our 

childhood, we have read it from the Book of Genesis, over and over again; and God 

saw what He had created and that it was good, very good.  And He was well pleased. 

But sin has distorted the image and modified the original creation.  Therefore, we 

cannot by ourselves save ourselves. 



Acts 17:24-26 “The Gospel: God’s Power to Save” February 26, 2017 

Rev. Ian K. Johnston St. John’s Presbyterian Church Cornwall, ON 

 

2 

 

(c) Our agony today is that we have let Christ get hold of us just a little bit – enough to 

be judged by him, but not yet fully yielded to Him. 

 

The Gospel of Christ is the power of God to our social order. 

(a) Sin is not only personal and individual.  It is social and universal.  We belong to the 

race of Man and cannot extricate ourselves from it. The passage we shared in our 

scripture lesson today is clear.  We belong to one another.  We share in one another’s 

virtues and vices.  And we participate in one another’s amenities and penalties. 

(b) There is only one gospel of Good News. The gospel is both horizontal and vertical.  

We are redeemed to a right relation with God which issues in a right relation to 

humanity.  We are saved to love God with our whole heart and mind and strength and 

to love our neighbours. And our neighbour is every human being, man, woman and 

child, be they yellow, black, brown, or white. Salvation is not personal rescue only.  

Nor is it only a reordered society, especially if that order is apart from God.  The one 

gospel is a synthesis both of personal life and of the social order. 

(c) God in time invaded life on our level in the sacrifice of his Son for our redemption.  

We need not be ashamed of his gospel, for it is the power of God unto salvation for 

everyone, everywhere. 

Our challenge, our command is to take the love we have receive into our hearts, and then take it 

out into our community, to the backyard fence, the bowling alley, the school, the office, the 

camp, and share it with everyone who is without it. When we refuse to do this, we deny our 

relationship with Christ, our souls are bankrupt and are empty. When we deny our sisters and 

brothers, we are bankrupt and empty, because we do not live alone. 

We do not need to be ashamed of His Gospel.  We do not need to be bankrupt in our spiritual 

life.  His Gospel, it is the power of God unto salvation.    

Amen 


