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The Season of Advent
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WORD WAS MADE FLESH AND DWELT AMONG US. [JBHIN 1: 1

Watches, clocks, time @tes of various shapes and sizdgow many do you own? | have a couple of watches; there

is a clock in the kitchen along with a timer clock on the stove and a digital clock on the microwave. There is a clock
in the study with another in the computer &n; a digital clock on the VCR; there is an alarm clock in the bedroom
and another in the wakelp radio; one in the living room and one in each of our vehicles. | dread those two time

changes every year. It seems that just when | get all those tim&giec OKI y 3SR | yR O2NNB OO SR
them back!

Why are the moments of our lives so precisely measured? Why is time so important to us? Could it be because we
like to think we can control time? If we wear time on our wrists, it can neverway &rom us. We can always look
at it and know where it is. We can make it work for us.

¢KS GNRdzofS Aad 6KSYSOSNI ¢S (GNB (2 {1SSLI GAYSET 6S 27F0S)
harnessed. Gerald Kennedy in his boBkrableswrote; In one of my churches | was on the radio from 11:30 am

until 11:59 am. The opening half hour of the worship service was sometimes a nightmare to me because of the
timing. With other clergy participating in the service, | never had complete coggblt was most important to

begin the sermon on the stroke of 11:30. It came to me one day that this represented one of the paradoxes of
Christian experience. | was preaching the eternal gospel, but | was at the same time desperately aware of minutes.

You and | are aware of the minutes. But there is an eternal word that informs and invades our minutes. This word
has already been spoken. In the intersecting presence of God, owbtioned world has been granted a deeper
vision and a greater purposén the mystery of the incarnation we have learned of God living in time. We know that
every moment is swallowed into eternity. There is a destiny beyond our world and a time beyond our time! The
word of hope that is given to us is, Jesus!

A year ago teceived my annual Christmas letter from the Canadian Bible Society. It served to remind us here in
I FYFRE GKIFEG GKS LISEFEOSTFdzZ . SGKESKSY 2F 2dzNJ OF NRf a I yF
divided society, political tensions, life fArab Christians is tough. For several years now, people from all over the

Arab world and Palestine in particular, leave in search of a better life somewhere else in the world. As of December
2015, some estimates suggest there might be no Christiansnié®ethlehem in 10 years time. One writer has
4dzZ33Sa0SR GKIFIG &do6é& wnupz [/ KNRadGYFa YlIeée y2 f2y3aSNI oS O
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Nashat Filmon offte Palestinian Bible Society reported something he saw on television just after an uprising and the
West Bank was wrought with tension. A figear old boy was being interviewed. What is your dream in life? asked

the interviewer. The boy replied, Iwaiit2 6 S | Y I NI & NX

As a faithful Christian and generous supporter of the ministry, mission and outreach of the Church through our
congregation, it must hurt to hear the turmoil that children are enduring. While the challenge is great both here in
Cornvall and on the far side of the world, we must celebrate the night in Bethlehem when, a wondrous gift was
given to us. As you sing the wonderful Christmas carols, espe@adliftle Town of Bethleherplease remember in

your prayers and your gifts, théaibdren in Palestine, here in Cornwall and the SDG.

May Christmas 2016 be a celebration. May the New Year 2017, be filled with love, peace and joy.
By Rev. lan K, Johnston



Greetings from the Board of Managers.

This month we are excited to welcome David Muir as a new board member. We are pleased to report that we
finished the month of October without having to borrow any funds from the Trustees. But their many significant
bills to be paid in November and Decemb®&York has also been completed on the required replacement of lines

for the heating system in Caldwell Hall.

The House Committee has also accepted more pickleball groups in Caldwell Hall resulting in increased revenue
for the last few months of the yeand into 2017.

Session has agreed to allow ceiling fans to be installed in the MacLellan Room by the Centennial Choir (at their
expense). Our next large expense is for our insurance contract renewal in December. The Board of Managers is

very gratefulforh e congregationbs generosity, from month to
St. Johndés Website Renewal

Thanks to Al ex Pl ant, Tristan Marti n, and Dan Pl an
have a long way to go, but yatan check it out atwww.stjohnspreshyterianchurchcornwall.cihere are
upcoming event s, and newsl etters and youth event s,

perusal. We @ possibly looking at changing from the PCC site to a GoDaddy type web program. If you would
like to be involved in weekly updates to the site contact John Adamddgandjen@bell.ngor talk to Rev.
Johnson twolunteer.

Shop and Support

The WOC once again need your support for their ongoing fundraising project, especially at this time of year
when you are shopping for Christmas. I't doesnodot c
spending, he variety of credit type cards are handy and great for Christmas stocking stuffers. They can be
purchased every Sunday after Church in the hallway, or even on most Wednesdays when the ladies gather
around the kitchen to work on their projects.

Address Changes

We have over 500 families at St . Johnoés. Thi s me
addresses, or someone has chdrajeemail account. When you are telling your friends and family about these

changes donodot forget to phone the Chur-63#82%ftatellc e, C
about the change.

Mission Momentc Beyond Time
During 2016, theatre companies in Britain and around the world have staged special productions to marKk"th
anniversary of the death oWilliam Shakespeare Concerts, lectures, and festivals have drawn crowds
celebrate the enduring work of the man widely considered to be the greatest playwright in the English lan
.Sy W2yazys gNRGS 2F KAYX alS ¢gla y20 2F Fy | 3S]
While the influexce of some artists, writers, and thinkers may last for centuries, Jesus Christ is the only
pK2aS tAFTS YR 62N)] o6Aff SyRdNBE o0Se2yR (AYSo® I
GK2SOSN) FSSRa 2y (KAa ONBIR gArAftf tADBS F2NBOISNE
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the Lord asked His disciples if they also wanted to leave. Peter tEpliel[ 2 NRX (2 @6K2Y &Kk
words of eternal life. We have cometob8igS ' yR (2 1y2¢ GKIFIG &@2dz | NB
When we invite Jesus into our lives as our Lord and Saviour, we join His disciples and all those w|
followed Him in a new life that will last forevetbeyond time.

Lord Jesus, thank You for the gf eternal life in fellowship with You today and forever.

t NAYGSR FTNRBY GKS 6221 t"3ehding)h
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CLIFFORD MACRAE MEMORIAL BURSARY

The Clifford MacRae Memorial
Bursary is awarded every Thanksgiving to
deserving student fr
on to an institution of higher learning. Cliffor
was a well known CCVS teacher whose fo
was special education. He would find wo
placenent for his students all over S. D. & (
and then visit and supervise them. F
encouragement enabled them to becc
successful members of our society. He wa
member of the St. Jo
cassette ministryo ew
loved to visit and travelled to Lancaster,
Maxville, or individual homes in Cornwall
with his tapes for the elderly and shing who
coul dnodt come to ou
regular basis. He enjoyed participation in Bit
Study groups, participatt at Presbytery
meetings and was
ambassadoro for St.
Cliff can be obtained by contacting Dr. Renni

Sarah and Heather

On Sunday, October"92016, the Clifford MacRaMemorial Bursary was presented to Sarah Gellat
daughter of Janet and Al Gellately. Heather Arthur, a daughter of the late Clifford and Annie MacRae, n
presentation. The scholarship has a value of $200.00, made possible in part by a bequibst €offord
MacRae Estate. Sarah graduated from St. Joseph's Catholic Secondary School and is presently att
University of Western Ontario. She is enrolled in the Kinesiology program. Sarah is also playing °
Basketball for the University

Sarah is a very deserving recipient of this award. On behalf of the Kirk Session and the congreg
wish her well in her future endeavours and | oo
and may God be with you and kdegou in your studies and in the career that He has planned for you.
plaque Sarah received with all the previous winners is displayed in Caldwell Hall.

By John Adams & Carol Esdal



THE CORNWALLIS

The Cornwallis was one of six ships of the Canadian National (West Indies) Steamships’
casualties during World War II. Five of the six were lost during this war.

On September 11, 1942, the Cornwallis, under the command of Capt. Duncan MacLeod, was
torpedoed while at anchor in the harbour of Barbados. The unloading and loading completed,
she was waiting for an escort so she could sail on to Trinidad. The serenity of that day soon
ended when an explosion rocked the harbour. Skilfully a German submarine commander had
taken advantage of the dazzling glare of the sinking sun reflected of the water and had taken
deadly aim. To reach the Cornwallis, the submarine had to first bomb its way in through the
submarine nets around the harbour. The local small crafts scattered as Capt. MacLeod tried to
defend his ship, but the torpedo struck with precise accuracy. As his ship began to sink, the
captain managed to beach her in shallow water on the sandy bottom. The submarine got away in
the confusion.

The Cornwallis was patched up and taken to Mobile, Alabama, where she was made seaworthy
again.

On December 3. 1944, the Cornwallis under the command of Capt. E. H. Robinson (this was his
first trip as master) was again the target of a German submarine. This time however the
Cornwallis was not that lucky. The ship was lost in the Bay of Fundy off Mt. Desert, with her
captain and 41 of her crew. There were only 5 survivors. The Cornwallis was the last of the
Canadian National fleet to be lost to enemy action in W.W. II. Less than 6 months later the war
ended.

In 1996, a ceremony commemorating the Battle of the Atlantic and the very first public memorial
for the Merchant Navy, reminded me of those ships that provided my Island Home with food,
medical supplies and just about every thing else we needed.

I have often heard people say that the men in the Merchant Navy never knew what war was, and I
strongly disagree. I am ever thankful for the men on those ships that crossed the Atlantic to feed
Islanders like me. To me and many others these men were heroes, just as much as those in the
regular Navy.

THANK YOU MERCHANT NAVY.

Fleur Eenkhoorn




From thePresbytery of Seawa@lengarry - Refugee Sponsorshippdate

In late 2015, in response to the refugee crisis in Syria, the Presbytery of S&evegarry voted to sponsor six Syrian

refugees to Canada through Presbyterian World Services & Development (B)WJ e Presbytery formed a Refugee
Sponsorship subcommittee, composed of representatives from the various churches in the Presbytery, to select six Syrian
refugees and work with PWS&D to sponsor them.

The Committee chose a family of five (parentsp @dult daughters and one child), as well as a single woman. All are
Christian living outside of Syria (the family is in Lebanon, and the single woman is in Qatar).

The Nahhas family consists of father Walid, mother Dalal, daughters Hiba and T&my,tah Y& Qa &2y W2 dzR® (
originally from Homs, Syria, and fled to Beirut in late 2014. Walid and Dalad are retired education professionals, Hiba has
KSNJ RSINBS Ay tKIFENXYIFOes FyR ¢lYeé KIFa KSNI al akEggdmRa 5S3INBS
fluently. They have requested to settle in Kemptville, so that Hiba and Tamy may bring their Syrian academic credentials

up to date at one of the Ottawa universities.

Nouida Daghistani is a divorced woman who is currently teaching English a&tINA @1 6 S IANI aQ aOK22f A
0l OKSf 2NRa RSINBS Ay 9RdzOFGA2y FTNRY (GKS ! yAGSNBRAGE 2F 51
Language (TOEFL) from Arizona State University in the USA. The plan is to locate pabiBitidkville, as she has some
contacts in this community that will aid in her resettlement.

We anticipate that the refugees will arrive in Canada sometime in the spring of 2017. In the meantime, please consider
fundraising events to help suppoktS FIF YAf ASa 2y 0SS (KSe - NPRKSRBWI GASyaxtsal
furniture, bedding, kitchen and other household items, but please do not start collecting those until we have a much
better idea of when they will arrive. Ifyouwoukil S a2YS2yS FTNRBRY G(GKS tNBaoedSNE F2NJ
NBFdzasSSaés LIX SIHasS 02y itediarian®@dyhiahspNd. boy spedk t@ avshbBommittedNJ | {

member from the list below.

Thank you for all you do to help and support skeepeople who are fleeing war and violence that most of us will never

1y26® WSadza OFffta dza (G2 KStELI adKS tSrad 2F GKSaSy Y& oN
special way.

Deepest thanks to the Subcommittee member

Jennifer Adams, Iris Clark, Rev. Feras Chamas, Angie Cowan, Henny and Ed Donkersteeg, Mary Ferguson, Hugh Gaullagher
Christine Hains, Lisa Jennings, Heather Lightfoot, Garnet Thompson, and Neil Williams.

]
!

The Nahhas Family Nouida Daghtiani



Remembrance Day Service

On Sunday, November"6the congregation took part in a very solemn
Remembrance Day tribute. From the opening prayers, and the singing of
O Canada and God Save the Queen our part in Canadian history was
remembered. Bella Gwanyama read In Flanders Fields by John McCrae,
and Wes and Carole Libbey read the names of those from our
congregation who lost their lives in the Great Wars. During the service
the trumpet of Steve Dubinsky accompanied the anthems and
hymns. The Last Post, the Lament and the Reveille
resounded throughout ie sanctuary. Steve and our
organist, Gary Postma, played a very moving offertory
duet, Allegro Maestoso by George F. Handel. The hymns
including Onward Christian Soldiers and O God Our Help in
Ages Past contributed to our thoughts of thankfulness as we

left the sanctuary.
By John Adams

In Flanders fields the poppies blow,
Between the crosses, row on row,
That mark our place; and in the sky

The larks still bravely singing, fly

Scared heard amid the guns below.

We are the dead. Short days ago,
Welived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow,
Loved and were loved, and now we lie

In Flanders fields.

Take up our quarrel with the foe
To you from failing hands, we throw
The torch; be yours to hold it high.
If ye break faith with us who die,
We shall not sleep, thugh poppies grow
In Flanders fields.



News from the Youth

It has been a great start to the next"ashwasadathd or S
group last May with a great meal and reminiscing over the ten years through a great slide show assembled
by Alex Plant.

Starting in September, the group gained another 9 new members, 8 boys and 1 girl. We meet every
Monday night after school and have supper together followed by various activities. Each time, there are at
least 9 youth who attend and share. This group carasily grow to 12 or 15. Therefore, the need to have
extra leaders is growing as Leading With Care dictates that there should be 1 adult leader for every 10
youth. If you are interested in coming out once in a while, please let us know. It DOES takevilage to
raise a child and as we all have gifts that the Lord has blessed us with, you can share your gifts with our
Youth.

Our University Students are well into their studies and we would still like members of the Congregation to
help us keep in touchwith them. A list will be provided with the names of the students, their field of study
and the institution they are attending. We need people to send them our newsletters and little packages
that the Youth put together for them. Prayerfully think abotithis and let us know if you would like to
help. It only takes a few minutes a month of your time BUT, on the receiving end, it means the world to
our young people.

Our Youth held their first ever ORent YioHakanddhen Tab
final sum raised by the Youth was $ 517.30. These funds will be used for the youth programs as well as a
much needed update to their room downstairs.

We went to Pumpkinferno at Upper Canada Village in October. Many taking part in this asity had not

been there before and it was an amazing display. We required 3 vehicles to bring everyone together that
night.

We have also taken in the Tour of ltaly pasta fu
accommodate the attendees that rtig Great fun was had by all.

Our Boston Pizza Lunch Fundraiser was a great success. Over 65 people who were friends of the group

and members of the Congregation attended. A meeting has been set up with the manager of Boston Pizza

for the week of the 18 of November and we will have a final total at that time. The Youth decided that

these funds would be designated to the Churéhspecifically the heating project in Caldwell Hall. If those

funds have been raised, in full, then the money will go to gera expenses.

Our next big outings are in November. We begin with our Legion Chicken Dinner & Silent Auction on

November 20"f ol | owed by a supper at Jack Leeds with a c
Neufeld & the Glory Boys, on November 2°.
And, of course, O0tis the Season. We are geari:

your calendars for this event. On behalf of our Youth, | would like to thank every one of you that
helps and supports our Youth in all capacities.
P*U *S*H*

Debbie Plant- Youth Leader
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TRUSTEES REPORT FOR 2016

The Trustees Roster for 2016 was as follows:

Heather McCleary (treasurer); Wes Libbey (2012016);Doug Carpenter (property manager202816); Sue
MacNeil (secretary 201-32016); Bill MacMillan (2014 2016), John Adams (Trustees at large) (2Q4016)
Keppel Bharath (Chair) and Jeanette Scrimshaw Honorary Ti(gstielance as required).

Barbara FraserChair) decided to retire from the trustees in 2015 and we still reflect on her wondsdom
and guidance.

Keppel Bharath was nominated the Chaiof the Trusteestarting in 2015.

Detail:

The Church owns the lanidcludingSt . J o hon thes wesaadrtreChurchbuilding proper. We continue

to own and maintairhe cemetery property on teast side of Sydney Street at the corné"@Btreet

Upkeep on the cemetery property costs $1,350.00 yearly and in 2016 we have had to carry out some
maintenance on the monuments thereon.

All the lots previously owned on RiStreet have been sold and the money invested as per the Trustee Act to
preserve our Heritage Trust Fund.

TheHeritage Trust Fund is to continue in perpetuity. It is the endowment fund of our congregation. The fund
is made up of various bequests, (mahwhbich have specific stipulations as per use), and the edsdeomthe

sale of thdormermansewhich was located at the corner 8f Street and Gloucester Street

The Fund is reviewed every year (as per the motion at the 2012 annual meeting) byitteeocompriseaf

the Minister, the Trusteethe chair of the Board of Managers, the Clerk of Session and the chair of the W.O.C.
The last review took place on Sept 25 2016 (financials).

The Trustees allocated $1,500.00 per month in 2016 to the Bbavihnagers for operating expenses. This
allocation is from interest earned on the money invested in the Heritage Trust Fund. The Trustees will endeavor
to continue this allocation through 2017 but it is uncertain if it will contidue to monies beingdaanced to

the congregation for the short term operation of the Church with the severance pay of RBvaRirthplus

i nterim Mini st erandsbmeraddiiand expeaspsinting, mavingy/ heatn Caldwell hall)

The Trustees have ahwys been good stewards of the Heritage Trust Fund whilerige#ge spiritual needs of
the ongregation as its guiding force. It is imperative that future planned projects be supported by strategic fund
raising andndividual donations to insure the futufi@ancial viability of our Church.

In order to demonstrate this potential a special account calleddfwe Project Account Fund was created.

This Fund will be used to support the Congregatibfarge to carry out Speciaftdfects that require funding

The operation s si mpl e €& i fthey staut tolradse fendsatm geti youeidea to fruition, when you
reat 80% of your target then thiarid can be used to finance the remaining 20% of the Projects cost. By doing
this we will not always looka the HTF to fund projects

The Trustees launchedGala to show how simple it is to raise money when you are offering a service for a fee.
We have done Galas in 2015 and 2016 and each was successful in that over $4,000 was raised for the Major
Project Fud.

At the end of 2016 (Meeting called for Jan 8 2017) the Board of Managers shortfall will be tallied and following
that meeting a congregational meeting will be called to approve a transfer ofdww®r expensatrequired.

Respectfully submittetb the newsletter.
By Keppel Bharath



Annual Legion Chicken Dinner & Silent Communion
Auction
Sunday. November 27, 2016
Sunday, November 20, 2016 1000 am.
4:30-630pm.
1st Sunday in Advent it
In support of our Youth Group
Mid-Week Commumion Centennial Choir Christmas Concerts
Wednesday, November 30, 2016 Friday, December 9, 2016
2:00 pm 800 pm.
P p Sunday. December 11, 2016
Rev. lan Johnston — Officiating & 5 200 pm.
White Gift Sunday Christmas Pageant
Sunday, December 11, 2016 “Just a Little Christmas”
Just a reminder to mark your gift for either Evangel December 18, 2016
E Hall or Baldwin House
Saturday, December 24, 2016 Christmas Day 10-00 am.
Family Sexrvice at 6.00 pm. Coffee Hour to follow
Candlelight Service at 8:00 pm.




Harvest of Homes
Fall House Gour

FRIENDS. PUN. and PUNDS
The photios tell it all! Thamlks &o all of cur
congregation for their support in cur neus,
successful venbure. A special thank gou to cur
home cusmers for opening their doors!
Ancther positive event for cur SE dclm's.




Understanding and Interpreting the Bible

Virtually all branches of the Christian Church refer to the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments as
the standard of belief with regard to their doctrine and to their practices of faithful living and rituals. In
spite of that common affirmation, the diversity of doctrine, practices and rituals among those who self
identify as Christians is staggering. v when one narrows the sample down to one particular
denomination [eg The Presbyterian Church in Canada], the range of doctrinal emphases and/or
exclusions, of stresses in personal faithfulness, of methodologies in worship, and of priorities in
mission ae unbelievably high.

Yet in denominational life, core unity in essential doctrine, lifestyle practices and governing
regulations is a requirement for organizational vitality and focus. To determine the extent and the
content of those requirements, Prgsbans most often turn to the Scriptures for guidance. Given all
the diversity arising from various understandings of the Bible as noted above, how do we achieve that
goal of core unity?

At | ast Juneds gener al A s s e nebptesented ta Btedy @@pemmi t
Understanding and Interpreting the Bible. It outlines some principles of interpretations that seek to
provide a basis for a common and accepted approach to understanding and applying the Scripture to
our life, mission and governae as a denomination. The 2016 general Assembly has commended this
document to The Presbyterian Church in Canada for use, but also invited response both to its
usefulness and to its comprehensiveness. The deadline for responses is January 31, 0difsesRe
can be sent to the committee convener, Blair Bertrand, through the General Assembly office. The
document, Understanding and Interpreting the Bible, can be found on pp.2Z@&bof the 2016 Acts
and Proceedings, this can be downloaded from presbyta. The study paper provides good material
for personal and congregational reflection. Your feedback can assist the committee, so what is how
good can become excellent. Given the challenges before us in the century, a guide that is excellent is a
treasure to be passionately pursued.
lan Shaw, Simcoe, ONrianshaw48@gmail.com
(Presbyterian Church in Canadavww.renewalfellowship.ca
Recommendation No. 7dao pt ed, p. 39) That the document AUn
be commended to congregations, presbyteries and other groups in the Presbyterian Church in Canada
for their use.

Recommendation No. 8 (adopted, p. 39) That sessions, presbytetiethar interested groups using
the document AUnder standing and I nterpreting
Church Doctrine through the Assembly Office by January 31, 2017, and that the results of these
comments be reported to a futuren@ml Assembly.

Printed from Head Office in Toronto


mailto:rianshaw48@gmail.com
http://www.renewal-fellowship.ca/




